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Introduction:

e In order to understand the full meaning and the vital significance of this passage, there are at least two
things that we need to do:

I. We Need To The Proper Of This Passage (3:1)

What is the significance of the word translated “but’?

“Timothy, be gentle but don’t . Be meek but don’t be . Be
patient but don’t be . Be kind but don’t
from your stand for the truth!”

e The Greek word translated “realize this” is a word that literally means, “this know.” It is a word that
refers to “an 7

o Acts 2:14-41; Revelation 22:20; Acts 17:6

e Paul’s point is that to be ignorant of the character and nature of the “last days” can lead to spiritual
and !

e What is the meaning of the phrase “the last days”? (Hebrews 1:2; Acts 2:17; James 5:3, I Peter 3:3-4)

o  “The last days” is a reference to the whole course of time between the two of

o Paul gives us two major characteristics of these “last days”:

A. Thev Are Days

o The word translated “difficult” comes from a Greek word that means “ ,
or .7 (Matthew 8:28)

o Vine says that this word “intimates the difficulty of keeping to the path of righteousness.” Wiersbe
says that the use of this word to describe both demons and last days “suggests that the violence of
the last days will be energized by demons.”



o In the secular Greek world, this word was used to describe “an or
wound.
“These are indeed very dangerous days for people who are determined to live for God!”
They Are Days
o The word translated “times” refers to “ of time, to ,
, or b
o Romans 13:11
o Paul says that during these “last days” “dangerous times will come,” or literally, “
7 (“shall be ;7 “shall come “)
o There will be seasons of greater and lesser danger, almost a effect. They’ll come,
and they’ll go, but each new wave is than the wave before!
“As we get closer and closer to the coming of Christ, things are going to get more wicked
and violent and more dangerous all the time!”
o The big question is this — Where do these relentless waves of danger dome from? What’s the
source?
“What we have here is a picture of the in the !
o This is a picture of the danger that is in the church from those who
!
o Perilous times mean that !
o To expect these dangerous times is not to become a , but a

Conclusion:

“Blessed is that servant who his master will find so doing when he comes.” (Luke 12:43)

Remember, it is your responsibility to make the divine principles and truths contained
in this message real by consistent application of them in your own life.



